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The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982

Street Trading Consent

What is Street Trading consent and who does it apply to?

Street Trading Consent is required for anyone wishing to sell or expose for sale goods or articles from a trading unit on a street, outside of the City Centre, within the Coventry Boundary.  A street is defined in the legislation as 'Any road, footway, beach or other areas to which the public have access to without payment and a service area as defined in the M60 Highways Act'.  The following are deemed to have consent and street trading will not apply:

a) A registered keeper displaying a vehicle for sale at the registered address for that vehicle subject to a maximum of two vehicle sales per household per year; 

b) Street Trading on private land, provided any necessary proof of lease/rent for pitch can be shown ; 

c) Peripatetic Street Trading, including ice cream vans, where the van keeps moving from street to street, not stopping in one place for more than 30 minutes and provided no trading takes place within 50m of any school; 

d) Street Trading on Council owned land where permission has been obtained from the Council department responsible for managing such land. 

e) Street Trading at an event organised and run by a registered charity or recognised community association or other organisation for public benefit, each event lasting no more than 48 hours in any 4 week period 

Street trading does not apply to trading in the City Centre and inner ring road area.  For details on trading in these areas please contact Market Services on 024 7622 4927

How long does the consent last for?

Street trading consents are granted for periods of 12 months.  The minimum consent period is 1 day or part day.

How do I apply?

You can apply online using GOV.UK.

Additional documents (originals are NOT required, copies will be accepted) will need to be submitted with the application form (where applicable), including:

1. Photographic identification for the applicant(s) – (driving licence/passport);

2. Map of the location showing the exact trading location;

3. Evidence of Planning permission to trade in the location stated (if applicable);

4. A colour photograph of the trading unit (refer to the trading unit appearance guidelines with the application form);

5. Certificate showing third party public liability;

6. Food Hygiene certificate (applies to food traders only).

Fees

The fee, depending on the length of consent required, will need to be made with the application.  Applicants should refer to the fee schedule for details on which fee applies.  

Application Process

Once a fully completed application has been submitted the application process will take 28 days.  During this time the Licensing Team will consult with the Responsible Authorities (Environmental Health; Highways; and the Police) on the application.  The Responsible Authorities may make representations to the Licensing Team during this time, which may require the applicant to make some modifications/changes in order for the application to be granted.  The Licensing Officer will contact the applicant should this be the case.  Should the necessary works be completed the Responsible Authorities will withdraw their representations.

Grant of applications

At the end of the 28 day consultation period the consent will be granted.  You will receive a street trading consent certificate, which will need to be displayed in the unit throughout the consent period.

Can my application be refused?

Applications can be refused due to the following:

1. The applicant is under 17 years of age;

2. Insufficient space to trade without causing an obstruction/interference to people using the street;

3. There are already enough traders trading in the street from shops or otherwise selling goods that the applicant proposes to sell;

4. The applicant is unsuitable due to being convicted of an offence;

5. The applicant has been previously granted a street trading consent by a local authority and has persistently refused or neglected to pay fees

6. The applicant has failed without reasonable excuse to obtain a street trading licence.

If an application is refused the fee is non – refundable.  There is also no right of appeal to refused applications.

What happens at the end of my consent period?

If you want to continue to trade then you will need to re-apply, making a new application.

What happens if I trade without consent?

Carrying out street trading without consent is an offence.  Failure to obtain consent may result in Enforcement Action being taken.  The maximum penalty is £1000 per offence.  Each day of trading without consent is classed as one offence.
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If you would like this information in another format 

or language please contact us. 
Telephone: (024) 7683 1888
Minicom: (024) 7683 4340
Fax: (024) 7683 2154
email: licensing@coventry.gov.uk
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