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Review of a Premises Licence
Under the Licensing Act 2003 we hope to offer a wider range of eating , drinking and entertainment venues in Coventry, whilst taking into consideration the needs and views of residents and local businesses.

The proceedings set out in the Licensing Act 2003 for reviewing premises licences represent a key protection for the community where problems associated with crime and disorder, public safety, public nuisance or the protection of children from harm are occurring.

Licensable activities

The Council, as the licensing authority, has authority to licence the following activities:

· The retail sale, or supply of alcohol. 
· The provision of regulated entertainment,

· The provision of hot food and drink between 23:00 and 05:00 hours. 
These activities fall under the following two categories:
A Personal Licence – this licences a suitable, qualified person over 18 to sell alcohol anywhere throughout England and Wales. They last for ten years unless otherwise suspended or revoked by the Court.
A Premises Licence - this licences the place where 'licensable activities' take place. This is most commonly selling alcohol in pubs, bars and restaurants but also can include such things as putting on live music, dancing or a boxing match.

Premises Licence Review

Where a premises licence has effect, a responsible authority or other person may apply to the relevant licensing authority for a review of the licence.

Other Persons are any individual, body or business entitled to make representations to licensing authorities in relation to applications

Responsible Authorities

· West Midlands Police

· West Midlands Fire Service

· Planning, City Development Directorate, Coventry City Council

· Environmental Protection, Environmental Health, Coventry City Council

· Health and Safety, Environmental Health, Coventry City Council

· Trading Standards, Coventry City Council

· Safeguarding Children Service

· Coventry Health Board 

· Licensing Authority 

The licensing authority is a responsible authority but they would not normally apply for reviews on behalf of other persons, such as local residents or community groups.  These individuals or groups are entitled to apply for a review for a licence in their own right.  It would be expected that responsible authorities may intervene where the basis for a review falls within their remit.  
For example, the Police should take appropriate steps where the basis for the review is concerned about crime and disorder and Environmental Protection where the basis for the review is public nuisance. 
A Responsible Authority or Other Person may call for a review of a licence but it must be relevant to one or more of the four licensing objectives:
· The prevention of crime and disorder;

· The promotion of public safety;

· The prevention of public nuisance; and

· The protection of children from harm.

Process for a Review application
If any licensed premises starts to cause you regular problems then you have the right to give notice to the premises licence holder and the licensing authority that you call for the licence to be reviewed. Your reasons for an objection must be related to one of the four licensing objections and be evidence based. In order to provide the authority with evidence that the premises is having a negative effect on the licensing objectives it may be useful to keep a log of events or to contact one of the Responsible Authorities and request that they assist you.

The applicant (which is either Other Person or Responsible Authority) are required to give the application to the premises they are calling into review, and to each responsible authority on the same day.
Responsible Authorities Contact Details:

1.
West Midlands Police (Little Park Street, CV1 2JX (Tel: 0845 113 5000) 

2. Environmental Protection, Broadgate House, Broadgate, Coventry, CV1 1NH (Tel 024 7683 1858)

3.
Health & Safety, Environmental Health, Broadgate House, Broadgate, Coventry, CV1 1NH (Tel 024 7683 1848) or for premises where the Health & Safety Executive is the enforcing authority: Health & Safety Executive, Licensing Applications/Consultation, No. 1 Hagley Road, Birmingham  B16 8HS (Tel:  012 1607 6200)

4.
Planning, City Development Directorate, Civic Centre 4, Much Park Street, Coventry CV1 1PY (Tel 024 7683 1212)

5.
West Midlands Fire Service, Central Fire Station, Radford Road, Coventry, CV1 4EL (Tel 0121 3807585)  

6.
Trading Standards, Broadgate House, Broadgate, Coventry, CV1 1NH (Tel 024 7683 1867)

7. Safeguarding Children Service, Social Services & Housing, Chairing and Reviewing Service, Broadgate House 4th  floor, Broadgate, Coventry CV1 5RS (Tel: 024 7683 3443)

8. Coventry Health Board, Floor 3, Civic Centre 4, Coventry, CV1 2PY (Tel 024   7683 1315)
9. Licensing Authority, 3rd Floor, Broadgate House, Broadgate, Coventry, CV1 1NH  (024 7683 1888).
(2) The law requires that if a notice for a review is considered by the licensing authority to be frivolous or vexatious, then they may reject the application. There is no appeal against such a decision. A request for a review can also be denied if it repeats the grounds of a previous review.

Please note that the Secretary of States guidelines advise that not more than one review application should be entertained for the same premises in any 12 month period. 

Furthermore Coventry City Council considers that a minimum of 3 months, following the grant of a Premises Licence, should elapse before such a review application will be accepted. This will give licensees a realistic chance to show that they can operate their premises satisfactorily following a previous hearing before any further formal action is considered against their licence. It will also allow other persons to gather evidence and allow the authority to avoid review hearings that are frivolous, vexatious, repetitious or otherwise, premature. 

However, if circumstances are sufficiently serious to warrant an earlier review then this can still take place. Similarly where premises have been closed by the police under a closure order there must be a review hearing within the time prescribed by the Act.

(3)If the application is accepted the licensing authority must advertise the review for 28 consecutive days starting on the day after the day on which the application was given to the authority. 

(a) On or near the site to which the application relates. The notice must be:-

· of a size equal or larger than A4

· of a pale blue colour

· printed legigibly in black ink or typed in black in a font size equal to or larger than 16

           in all cases, prominently at or on the premises to which the application relates where it can:-

· be conveniently read from the exterior of the premises and 

· in the case of a premises covering an area of more than fifty metres square, a further notice in the same form and subject to the same requirements every fifty metres along the external perimeter of the premises abutting any highway.

(b) In the licensing authorities offices in a central and conspicuous place.

(c) On the licensing authorities website.        

(4) Licensing and Regulatory Sub-Committee

If a valid review application is received, the review application will be referred to the Council's Licensing and Regulatory Sub-Committee. The Sub- Committee of three Councillors will hear the matter and any representations. The Sub- Committee must follow government regulations that set out how quickly review applications must be heard.

The Council's Licensing Officer will write to the premises licence holder, the applicant and any other objectors, giving details of where and when the Sub-Committee will be meeting. All parties are permitted to attend the meeting (either alone or with others) to present their case.

The Licensing Officer will be present and will usually give a background report with regard to the review application. The Licensing Officer is not able to work on behalf of the applicant, the premises licence holder or other objectors to help them prepare their representations or speak on their behalf.

The Sub- Committee may modify the conditions of the licence, exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence, remove the designated premises supervisor, suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months, revoke the licence or reject the review application.

(5) Appeals

The applicant or anyone who lodged an objection may appeal to the Magistrates' Court against the decision of the Council within 21 days of being notified of the licensing authority's decision.

Further Information

The Licensing Team are here to help you and if you do not understand any aspect of the objection procedure or any other licensing matter then please contact one of the Licensing Officers.

Note- Any advice given in this guidance sheet is not intended to be an authorative statement of the law. It is intended for guidance only.

For further advice, please contact:

Licensing Team
Telephone:    024 7683 1888

E Mail:          licensing@coventry.gov.uk
Web site:      www.coventry.gov.uk






If you would like this information in another format 

or language please contact us. 
Telephone: (024) 7683 1888
email: licensing@coventry.gov.uk
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