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Licensing Applications - How to Object
Under the Licensing Act 2003 we hope to offer a wider range of eating, drinking and entertainment venues in Coventry, whilst taking into consideration the needs and views of residents and local businesses.

Public comments are encouraged and welcomed by the City Council on licensing applications we receive for your area.  This guide offers to explain how you can best put your views forward on new licences, or variations of an existing licence so that they can be considered before a formal decision on the proposal is made.

Licensable activities
The Council, as the licensing authority, has authority to license the following activities:
· The retail sale, or supply of alcohol
· The provision of regulated entertainment 
· The provision of hot food between 23:00 and 05:00 hours. 
These activities require authorisation under a Premises Licence (and a Personal Licence where alcohol is involved). A Responsible Authority or Other Person can object to an application for a new Premises Licence. 

Advertising Applications

Applications for Premises Licences have to be advertised in the local press and on display at the premises for 28 days.  The details of applications will also be put on the Council’s website in the public register. 

Objections to applications:
Legally, any other person can now make an objection to an application.  Any representation made will have to be about the likely effect of the grant of the licence on the promotion of the licensing objectives.  Any representations that are frivolous or vexatious will cease to be relevant and will be withdrawn by the licensing authority.

Responsible Authorities
· West Midlands Police

· West Midlands Fire Service

· Planning, City Development Directorate, Coventry City Council

· Environmental Protection, Environmental Health, Coventry City Council

· Health and Safety, Environmental Health, Coventry City Council

· Trading Standards, Coventry City Council

· Safeguarding Children Board

· Coventry Health Board

· Licensing Authority, Coventry City Council
If no representations are received about any licence application, then the Council must grant the application as it stands, without any changes or additional conditions.

Premises Licence Review
An Other Person or Responsible Authority can, at any time, apply to the Council for a review of a Premises Licence.

If a licensed premises starts to cause regular problems then you have the right to call for the licence to be reviewed.  Your reasons for an objection must be related to at least one of the four licensing objectives and be based on evidence.

Application forms for the review of a premises licence can be obtained from the Licensing Team.  The Council will advertise the fact that you have asked for a review together with the reasons and inform the responsible authorities to see if they also want to put evidence forward at the review.  

The grounds for Objections to licences or for Reviews of licences:
There are four licensing objectives outlined in the Act, any objection must be based on one (or more) of these four areas

· Protection of Children from Harm

· Prevention of Crime and Disorder

· Public Safety

· Prevention of Public Nuisance

Objections must be made in writing and may be detailed in a subsequent hearing.  It will only be the issues in this original written objection that will be addressed at the hearing.

Frivolous, Vexatious or Repetitious.
 If an objection is considered by the Council to be frivolous or vexatious, the objection maybe ignored by the licensing authority.  A request for a review can also be denied if it repeats the grounds of a previous review that has taken place within the last 12 months.

Putting your representations in writing.
All representations need to be sent to the Licensing Team in writing (email preferably) and must include the following information:
· Details of the premises,

· Your objections and a note of which licensing objectives apply to your comments

· Your contact details 

There is a time limit for making your views known about new licences; generally, this will be 28 days from when the initial application was received by the Council.  The closing date for making representations is given in the blue public notice on the premises and in the public notice that appears in the local press.

Objections are not normally treated as confidential so your name and address will usually be available to other people involved in the application. A copy of all the objections will be sent to the Applicant for the Licence and will also be included in the papers sent to the Licensing Sub-Committee which is a public document. 

Keeping names and addresses confidential.
In some circumstances Other Persons may not want to object because of fears of intimidation or violence if their personal details are given to the applicant or licensee.  Guidance does allow the licensing authority to withhold some of the Other Persons personal details from the applicant if it is considered that the Other Person has a genuine fear of intimidation. If you want your personal details withheld then you should clearly state this in your written representation together with some brief reasons why. However, whilst your name, telephone number, email address or house number can sometimes be withheld your street name must still be given. If you still do not want this information shared, a Responsible Authority may be prepared to make a representation instead. Which Responsible Authority to contact will depend on the nature of the problems you are experiencing:-

Crime/anti-social behaviour – Police

Underage alcohol Sales – Trading Standards

Noise/other nuisance – Environmental Protection at the City Council

Children in premises – Coventry Safeguarding Children Board

Unsafe Premises – Fire Authority or Health & Safety at the City Council

An Other Person can also submit further documents that support the objection being made. An example of this could be a petition, photographs or information about the dates and times of incidents.  Any petition submitted should contain the name and address of each person and it should be clear from a heading on each page of the petition, what each person is agreeing to support. If you are submitting a petition it is useful to agree who the spokesperson is going to be.
Licensing and Regulatory Sub-Committee.
If an objection is made, the application for the Licence or review hearing will be referred to the Council’s Licensing and Regulatory Sub-Committee.  The Committee consists of three Councillors who will hear from the applicant and anyone who has submitted objections before coming to a decision.  

The Council’s Licensing Officer will write to the applicant and any objectors, giving details of where and when the Sub-Committee will be meeting.  Both the applicant and any objectors are allowed to attend the meeting (either alone or with others) to present their case.

The Licensing Officer must remain neutral and is not able to work on behalf of either the applicant or objectors to help them prepare their representations or speak on their behalf.

The Committee may grant a licence with or without conditions, remove certain things from the licence, remove or suspend an existing licence, or reject the application or request.  After the hearing has taken place, the applicant and each person registered as an objector will receive written notification of the decision made.

Appeals.
The applicant or anyone who lodged an objection may appeal to the Magistrates' Court against the decision of the Council within 21 days of being notified of the licensing authority’s decision.

For further advice or information, please contact:

Licensing Team
Telephone:  024 7683 1888   

E Mail:  licensing@coventry.gov.uk    
Web site:  www.coventry.gov.uk 

Note – Any advice given on this page is not intended to be an authoritative statement of the law.  It is intended for guidance only.

If you would like this information in another format 

or language please contact us. 
Telephone: (024) 7683 1888
email: licensing@coventry.gov.uk
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