


Held on:  

Thursday 17 November 2022 at 4:30pm
Place: 


Committee Room 3, Council House 

Present:
Sybil Hanson (Chair)

Ann Harkin

Fiona Brinson


Isobel Rose

Jane Durkin

Jaz Matharu

Louise Kelman

Marina Kelly


Michael Berry


Michelle Nisbet


Mike Ballinger


Nicky Downes

Paula Powditch

Ruth Williamson


Sarah Malam

In attendance:
Rachael Sugars – Head of Education Improvement and Standards


Cllr Kindy Sandhu - Cabinet Member for Education and Skills


Chris Whiteley – Finance Manager


Paul Hammond – Schools Finance

Lucy Lambert – Education Support and Improvement Co-ordinator
CSF36/22
APOLOGIES
Apologies were recorded from Alison Francis, Chris Bishop, Chris Milburn, Glenn Mellor, John Teago, Justine Lomas, Kirston Nelson, Nicky Aston, Paula Pickthorne and Helen Quinn.
It was confirmed that the meeting is quorate.
CSF37/22
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting held on 6th October were confirmed.
CSF38/22
MATTERS ARISING AND REVIEW OF ACTION LOG


The below actions are ongoing:

· CSF31/22 - Lucy Lambert and Rachael Sugars to highlight academy vacancies at Primary and Secondary Partnership meetings taking place in November/December.
The below action has been confirmed as no longer necessary:

· CSF32/22 - Paul Hammond to confirm whether a Schools Forum sub-group is needed to discuss changes to the Early Years funding formula.
All other actions completed.
Thank you to Chris Whiteley for arranging Schools Forum’s letter to the Department for Education regarding the 0.5% funding increase for schools.
Steve Rees has resigned from Schools Forum, thank you to Steve for his support over the years in the Special maintained group.


Action – Lucy Lambert to contact maintained Special school Governors about the vacancy in this group.

CSF39/22
FAIR FUNDING CONSULTATION
· Schools Forum confirmed they are happy for a response to the Fair Funding consultation to be collated from this meeting.
· Please see presentation slides 3 to 5.

It was asked:

How many schools will see a 0.5% increase?
We forecast that this will be about 40 schools in Coventry. Gradually more schools are being funded by the National Funding Formula, but there are still 40 schools on the protection level. These are spread across the city, and it is based on historical funding.
· Schools Forum confirmed that they agree with proposal 1.
· Please see presentation slide 6.

· Schools Forum confirmed that they agree with proposal 3.

· Please see presentation slide 7.

CSF40/22
BUDGET UPDATE
· Please see presentation slides 9 to 12.

Action - Chris Whiteley and Paul Hammond to update further on school funding once additional policy announcements have been made by the Government over the next few weeks.
It was asked:

Are we anticipating that the funding for schools might offset the increased costs for pay awards and other pressures?
Yes – we have not looked at the impact of pay awards on a school level but anticipate that the funding should help with pay awards, SLA costs and energy price increases. However, we do still need to wait for the detail. 

Schools will still need to look at sustainability – the proposed funding will only restore real-term per-pupil funding to what it was in 2010. There is an expectation that future pay awards will not be funded, and the inflationary pressures have accelerated the issues for schools, rather than causing them.

Action – Chris Whiteley to share dates of the efficiency workshops for Headteachers and Chairs of Governors.

Action – Headteachers to highlight the finance induction course to new Headteachers at maintained schools.
· Please see presentation slide 13.

Action – Chris Whiteley and Paul Hammond to update on Growth Fund at January’s Schools Forum.
· Please see presentation slides 14 to 16.

It was asked:

What is the additional provision at Woodlands going to be?

Approvals are in place to move Woodfield school to the Woodlands site. The plan was to put in a further 100 places on this site, this will need to be finalised in terms of what this will look like. Cabinet reports and other documents are currently being updated. The earliest this could be in place is September 2024.


Action – Rachael Sugars to bring an update on Woodfield and the Woodlands site to a future Schools Forum.


Action – High Needs update to be on the agenda for the March Schools Forum.
CSF41/22
CENTRAL EXPENDITURE
· Please see presentation slides 18 to 25 and the Central Expenditure report.

Decision: The Schools Forum should approve the proposed 2023/24 central budgets
Voting: All

Result: Carried, with one abstention
CSF42/22
DE-DELEGATED SERVICES
· Please see presentation slides 27 to 29 and the De-delegated Services report.
· Schools Forum confirmed for the Fair Funding consultation that they are happy with using the de-delegation process.

Action – Chris Whiteley and Paul Hammond to bring a report on de-delegated maternity cover for 2023/24 to January’s Schools Forum.

Decision: The Schools Forum should agree the de-delegation areas (free school meal eligibility, trade union facility and new arrivals fund) for mainstream schools
Voting: Primary maintained representatives only
Result: Carried unanimously
Minutes
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